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Abstract 
The advent of one thing or the other sometimes makes the existing one 
obsolete. Sometimes, this change damages the abilities of many in an 
attempt to go back to the old one. This is exactly the kind of destruction 
done to many Nigerian students in the aspect of letter writing. The world 
today is governed by communication technology. The emergence and 
introduction of GSM and e-mail to our present world, have discarded the 
interesting art: letter writing. Our students no longer see it as a necessary 
tool in proper dissemination of information/message/feelings/ideas, etc. to one 
separated by distance. Thus the thrust of this paper is on the causes 
responsible for the dying art of letter writing among Nigerian students, to 
save the art from complete decline. Based on the findings it was 
recommended that those planning various curricula for schools should 
include the use of telephone, fax and e-mail for sending of 
messages/information. 

Introduction 
Change is one of those things that grow faster in life today. In the words of Oyedepo David 

(2005:100), "change is a possibility at any point in time, but it all begins first with a desire, choice and the 
passion for change.' In Oyedepo's assertion, changing from one good thing to a new good thing should 
not make the former absolutely obsolete. He only posits that change is as a result of a desire, choice and 
the passion for it. Change is a thing that recurs in everyman's life. The arrival of one. thing or the other 
over-shadows, if not remove completely, from the surface of this world or usage, of the existing one. 
Sometimes, when this occurs, it causes a great deal of havoc to its user especially. This is exactly what 
has happened to the art of letter writing. Some people may question the need to write letters nowadays, to 
use the telephone and email is not necessarily as effective nor is it as durable as a letter. Phone calls may, 
on the face of it, be fast and easy, but who has not been kept on hold for lengthy periods listening to an 
infuriated voice, until they can stand it no longer and switch off in provocation. It is obvious that 
neither a phone call nor an email message provides the real documentation you may need to 
corroborate facts. Besides, such as giving a thank-you message or offering your sympathy, there really 
is no substitute for a letter written in your own hand. 

Therefore, many of us will need to write letters of complaint, acceptance of employment, 
resignation, condolence, etc. Writing a letter give room to consider carefully what someone has in 
mind to express. It also put things in a logical order and finally yields an excellent and impressive 
result. 

Three factors militate against the existence of letter-writing today. These factors are: the 
advent of cell-phone (G.S.M), e-mail (internet) and students' indolence. The focus of this paper is to 
bring out the causes of the declining art of letter writing among the Nigerian Students. 

What is Letter-Writing? 
The compound word, letter writing is the art of expressing one's feelings, desires, pains, e.t.c. It 

is a medium of communication, is a written or printed message/ information, request, feelings, 
thought, ides, e.t.c. Which is transmitted by one person or people or organization to individual or 
individuals. 
Letter- writing, which is one of the oldest forms of communication (written communication) is almost 
a lost skill these days. This productive skill has become something of a dying art among students 
because of the widespread use of telephones (GSM) and the internet. Writing and receiving of letter 
among students was very exciting in those days. Nigerian students these days, see the art of letter writing 
as a formidable Labour, yet they like receiving letters. According to Deakin Brian (1971:9). 

It is one of the ironies of life that everybody really likes writing them, and when 
it conies to writing one ...the operation appears to be as formidable as a Labour 



of the Hercules (9). 

Letter writing is the beginning of writing. Writing is one of the language skills in 
communication. Ubioworo and Osobase (1996:7) posit that: 
Writing is the expression of thoughts. Ideas and facts using visual or graphic Symbols. This is the skill that 
is mostly used by students in writing Examination. Therefore, proper mastery of this skill is essential 
(14) 

The implication of this is that writing irrespective of any kind is essential and students must grab 
the mastery of it. But today, the reverse is the case. Students no longer take interest in this old and 
interesting productive art. When they eventually recognize the interest and importance of this art, series of 
questions perturb their minds: How is the date written? How should the addressee's address be written? 
How should the addressee be addressed? How to begin? What do I write? 1 low should this letter end? 
What should be the length of this letter? 

Apart from the West African Examination Council, National Examination Council and other 
similar examination bodies, which make candidates to answer questions based on letter writing, 
students do not engage themselves in this interesting art. A student who does not engage himself in leltcr 
writing has failed to build the creative talent in him. Deakin (1971:9) asserts that, "an inability to write 
letters implies not only a failure to communicate other people but a failure to express and even develop 
one's own personality." Letter writing is not difficult as student see it these days. It is a matter of interest 
and hard work. It requires one to remember a few guiding rules, study and imbibe a few common examples, 
and the project is completed. 

Abridged History of Letter-Writing 
The earliest recorded letters were written by political and military elite from ancient Egypt, Persia 

and Greece. 
In the Hellenistic period after the death of Alexander the Great, personal Letter-Writing seems to 

have become almost commonplace. Letters were being written by a wide range of people in many different 
situations for a variety of purposes: making requests/giving advise, maintaining contact, reporting news 
and expressing appreciations or condolences. Some conventions in letters of this era, especially the 
formulaic greetings and endings used, suggests that basic letter-writing, or at least the basic structure of a 
letter, was taught in schools. 

It is because letters are basically substitutes for conversation between friends. The habit of letter 
writing between private individuals became more known and widespread. It was not compulsory to be 
educated; those without writing skill could dictate to a scribe, who, for a fee, would write the letter for the 
sender. 

After a short time, people began to write to each other consistently. The conventional 
greetings and ending of letters and polite wishes for good health, good stays etc. were included. 
Geddes and Grosset (2005:10) posit that, "correspondents often vied to outdo each other in witty 
written exchanges. Especially amongst the educated classes and literati, letter writing was elevated to an 
art form and began to be used as a literacy device." 

It is widely known that some of the books in the new testament of the Bible are in form of letters. 
A good example is the "Epistles of St. Paul." Poetry has also been written in epistolary verses such as 
Alexander Pope's "An Epistle to Dr. Arbuthnot" (1735) 

Causes of Decline of the Art of Letter Writing 
The invention and advent of GSM, e-mail and indolence on the part of Nigerian students are the 

main causes of decline of letter writing among students today. The indolent nature of students these 
days is also a contributory factor to the dying art. Students now embrace things that are less 
tasking to them. 
Findings from Random Oral Interview from the data collected, student prefers the use of GSM to 
transmit whatever message/ information they want instead of letter writing as a channel. A student 
interviewed in the University of Lagos responds that, "with few words, always in contraction, mixed with 
figures and letters, a letter that should have been so lengthy is shorten." For instance, this sentence can be 
contracted, abbreviated and shortened: "help to inform father that I will come home tomorrow" as "Hlp 2 
in4m fada dat 1 wl com hm 2morow". In University of Port Harcourt, a group of students on their way 
home, responded that, "Writing through handset is easier and interesting." Come to Delta State, 
precisely Warri, some student interviews at Urhobo College, Effurun, prefer GSM to letter writing. In 
their words: "Writing through cell phone covers up our grammatical errors." Students in Delta State 



Polytechnic, Ogwashi-Uku also prefer GSM to letter writing. Some of the students interviewed have 
this to say: "Writing via cell phone saves time and energy. Cell phone, as a medium of communication, 
enables the sender get instant feedback from the receiver than letter writing, which is a "snail - mail." 
In Kaduna Polytechnic, Kaduna, Kaduna State, the situation is the same. The students there also prefer 
GSM as a channel of communication to letter writing. In University of Benin and Federal Polytechnic 
Auchi, all in Edo state, few respondents prefer letter writing. They said letter writing gives room for 
creativity unlike when writing through GSM. 

Result of Findings 
The following results are drawn from the findings: 

1. A large number of students across Nigeria sec writing through cell-phone as an easy and 
interesting art. 

2. Writing through cell-phone as they see it cover up their grammatical errors. 
3. Message/information through cell phone is faster than letter writing. 
4. Cell phone, as a medium of communication, enables the sender get instant feedback from 

receivers than letter writing. 
5. Icons and pictures can easily be sent through GSM, which is not possible through letter. 
6. Writing through cell-phones saves time and energy. 
7. Messages via cell phones are unconventional compared to letter writing. 
8. Internet speeds up communication feedback. 

Conclusion 
Many factors are responsible for the declining art of letter writing among Nigerian students. 

The major factors include the invention of GSM (which resulted in negligence of letter-writing) 
e-mail and the absence of creativity required in writing among students in Nigeria. These problems 
could be solved if the recommendations made are implemented. 

Recommendations 
The following recommendations are suggested; 

1. Since the present world is computer driven, those planning various curricula for our schools 
should include the use of these electronic apparatuses: telephone, fax and e-mail for sending 
of messages/information. 

2. Persons should be selected irrespective of tribe, religion, cronyism, to perform the training of 
teachers to handle these machines. 

3. Trained persons should be allowed to utilize the know-how acquired in the training. 
4. Government (three tiers) should build laboratories/pools in schools at all level and libraries be 

well stocked with these machine:  cell-phones and computers for writing massages and 
students should be taught the need to write correct sentences with these machines and not  
code-mix (words and figures) writing as obtainable these days. 

5. Whatever students have put down in hand written, same should be repeated with cell-phones. 
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Appendix 
Oral Questions Administrated to Respondents. 

1. What is responsible for the decline of letter writing among students in Nigeria? 



2. Writing through GSM and letter. Which do you prefer? 
3. Do you see writing of letter as a task? 
4. Do you find interest in writing letters? 

 
 

 


